
FACULTY OF CREATIVE AND CRITICAL STUDIES 
DEPARTMENT OF CREATIVE STUDIES 

2026 Summer Term 2: Go Global Summer Seminar 
DISCOVERING ART IN BERLIN Part 2 (3 credits) 

Contemporary Art Intensive:  
Creative Development 

VISA 460 T   

The Faculty of Creative and Critical Studies acknowledges that the land on which we are situated in the 
unceded territory of the Syilx (Okanagan) People.  

INSTRUCTORS: Jorden Doody & David Doody 

E-MAIL:
jorden.doody@ubc.ca
david.doody@ubc.ca

OFFICE HOURS:  By appointment 

Academic Calendar Entry:  

For this exciting new course, students from all fields of study are invited to enroll and join Visual Art 
Instructors Jorden & David Doody for two weeks to discover the creative magic of Berlin. Students 
interested in learning about contemporary art will earn elective credits through museum tours and visits 
to major public monuments, art galleries, and vibrant street art. Learning by exploring, travel journaling, 
visual analysis, reflective writing, photography, and sketch-booking. 

Course Format: 
1) Pre-Departure July 6-17: Students will start this adventure in their own backyard! The first portion of

this class will be offered online. Students will familiarize themselves with course materials through
assigned readings and at home activities. This will ensure that all students, despite their past
experiences with art, will be well-prepared to soak up all the culture we encounter once we arrive in
Berlin! For the predeparture portion of the course, all content and class demonstrations will be held
via Zoom, so students may work through content asynchronously. MIRO, an online whiteboarding
platform, will be utilized as a collaborative digital workspace. All students must have access to
reliable internet and a personal computer or a MIRO compatible tablet for the duration of the
course. MIRO demonstrations and tutorials will be provided. In addition to reading responses,
independent drawing and photography exercises, students will also receive pre-departure
information, travel logistics, and arrival details via Zoom.



2) In Berlin (Weeks 3 and 4): Students will arrive independently and travel to the accommodation on 
Sunday, July 19th. Our first day together in Berlin will be a classroom-based orientation day where we 
will bring all the students together and introduce the assignments, activities and travel guidelines. 
Group Activities will be scheduled from 10am - 6 pm daily Monday to Friday.  Students will get 
weekends and evenings off to explore the city independently or in small groups. We will have 10 full 
days of instruction in Berlin. In a city with so much history and more than 400 art galleries and 170 
museums, we will have no problem stacking each day with something new. Each day of class will be 
scheduled to highlight a major museum, contemporary art gallery, public works of art, historical 
monuments and architectural marvels. Students will be given ample time to experience each 
location and will spend time reflecting on their journey through photography, creative writing, and 
sketch-booking.  In the flaneur/se tradition, students will explore the visual culture, public art, and 
street art of Berlin. Students will learn from hands on, and in person experiences. Learning activities 
will introduce and explore travel journaling, visual analysis, and reflective writing. This experiential 
learning will be supplemented with critical readings for context and history. All students must have a 
personal computer or MIRO compatible tablet for the duration of the Berlin portion of the course. 

3) Post Berlin (Week 5): Students will finish their travel art portfolio and write a reflection statement to 
summarize their perspective and experiences in Berlin. A final portfolio will be submitted on Canvas 
and Miro. 

  
Course Overview, Content and Objectives: 

DISCOVERING ART IN BERLIN: Don’t expect a typical classroom setting; this course will offer new venues 
for learning every day! Our classroom will be the entire city where we will view, discuss, and develop our 
own artistic skills in response to the art and culture we encounter.  

This Go Global seminar consists of two 3 credit courses VISA 460 S & VISA 460 T. As these courses are 
designed to be complimentary, enrollment in both courses is mandatory. VISA 460 S will focus on Critical 
Research which includes: independent research, detailed visual analysis of works of art, reading 
responses, and reflections of personal experiences. VISA 460 T will focus on Creative Development which 
includes: observational drawing, photojournalism, Plein Air drawing and watercolor painting.  A detailed 
itinerary of activities, locations and submission due dates will be provided and updated via canvas.    

VISA 460 S will present historical and contemporary ways that artists have explored and defined the field 
of art over the centuries. Visits to world class Museums and art galleries, famous public monuments, and 
vibrant street art will familiarize the students with traditional and contemporary art examples.  

VISA 460 T will present drawing and painting activities that will be guided. All the required supplies will be 
provided: art kit pickup date and location TBD. Please reach out to the instructor if you are not planning 
on being in Kelowna during the predeparture period as we will need to make special arrangements for art 
kit pick up or shipping prior to June 15. 

A detailed description of activities, assignments, and group scheduling will be available on Canvas.  
Homework assignments will be assigned and submitted via Canvas. 



Students in this course are intended:  

• To gain firsthand experiences of the arts and culture of Berlin. 
• To inspire an active engagement and thoughtful dialogue with the field of contemporary art. 
• To engage independent research through visual analysis and critical reflection. 
• To broaden existing knowledge of art practices and gain new creative and critical thinking skills. 
• To engage in the practice of positive feedback and collaborative group dynamics through conversation 

and constructive dialogue. 
• To participate in and attend all field trips and scheduled meetings.  

Learning Outcomes:   

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

  
  

Course Schedule: 

Week 1 & 2:	 July 6th- 17th - Zoom Sessions 
Week 3:	 July 20th - Berlin week 1 
Week 4:	 July 27th - Berlin week 2 
Week 5:  	 August 3rd - Final Portfolio and Statement 

Learning Outcomes

1 Explore drawing, painting and photography as methods of direct observation and research to 
increase one's understanding of lived experience.

2 Organize gathered visual research onto Miro using digital tools to create an aesthetic 
presentation.

3 Deepen their understanding of their individual ideas and practices in relation to a larger context 
of art in the expanded field. 

4 Gain firsthand experience with methods, methodologies, tools and materials central to plein air 
drawing and painting practices. 

5 Digitally document their work and practice to further develop a more professional portfolio. 

6 Compose a reflective artist statement to interpret/elaborate on this specialized learning 
experience.



Accommodation: Premier Inn Berlin Alexanderplatz 
Possible venues to be included:  
1) Altes (old) museum 
2) Alte National 
3) Neus Museum 
4) Boros  
5) MOMA  
6) Contemporary Art Institute  
7) P-61digital  
8) Dark Matter  

FREE Galleries: 
Kunstrawm Kruezberg  
Eastside Gallery 
Urban Nation  
Haus Schwarzenber 

CLASS SCHEDULE: 

Class begins: 9:00 AM  
*Times and dates are subject to change. 

Date Activities / Notes 

July 6  Zoom Session 1  
- Courses Expectations 
- Course Introduction: outline, 
assignments, schedule.  
-Independent Exercise 1 TBA

July 8 Zoom Session 2 
 -Introduction to art supplies kit 
-Independent Exercise 2 TBA

July 10 Zoom Session 3 
-Introduction to Photojournalism 

-Independent Exercise 3 TBA 

July 12 
 

 Zoom Session 4 
-Introduction to MIRO 
-Independent Exercise 4 TBA 



 

July 14 
 

Zoom Session 5 
-Introduction to Independent Research 
-Independent Exercise 5 TBA

July 19 
 

Arrival Berlin Check into 
-Accommodations   

July 20 Field Day #1  
8–9 am Independent breakfast 
9-10 am Class intro 
10- 6pm Fieldtrip #1 TBA 
6pm Class finishes  
*Group dinner 

July 21 Field Day #2 
8–9 am Independent breakfast 
9-10 am Class intro 
10- 6pm Fieldtrip #2 TBA 
6pm Class finishes  
Students free for the evening. 

July 22 
 

Field Day #3 
8–9 am Independent breakfast 
9-10 am Class intro 
10- 6pm Fieldtrip #3 TBA 
6pm Class finishes  
Students free for the evening. 

July 23 Field Day #4  
8–9 am Independent breakfast 
9-10 am Class intro 
10- 6pm Fieldtrip #4 TBA 
6pm Class finishes  
Students free for the evening. 

July 24 Field Day #5 
8–9 am Independent breakfast 
9-10 am Class intro 
10- 6pm Fieldtrip #5 TBA 
6pm Class finishes  
Students free for the evening. 

July 
25-26 

Free Weekend! 
No out of country travel.



July 27 Field Day #6 
8–9 am Independent breakfast 
9-10 am Class intro 
10- 6pm Fieldtrip #6 TBA 
6pm Class finishes  

*Group dinner

July 28 Field Day #7 
8–9 am Independent breakfast 
9-10 am Class intro 
10- 6pm Fieldtrip #7 TBA 
6pm Class finishes  
Students free for the evening. 

July 29 Field Day #8 
8–9 am Independent breakfast 
9-10 am Class intro 
10- 6pm Fieldtrip #8 TBA 
6pm Class finishes  
Students free for the evening. 

July 30 Field Day #9 
8–9 am Independent breakfast 
9-10 am Class intro 
10- 6pm Fieldtrip #9 TBA 
6pm Class finishes  
Students free for the evening. 

July 31 Last day of scheduled classes 
Field Day #10  
8–9 am Independent breakfast 
9-10 am Class intro 
10- 6pm Fieldtrip #10 TBA 
6pm Class finishes  
Students free for the evening. 

August 1 Check out of hotel. 
Independent travel.  



Evaluation Criteria and Grading:  

Your grade is an accumulation of your work throughout the class.  

• Fieldwork	 	 	 	 	 50%	 	  
• Course Professionalism	 	 	 	 25% 
• Final portfolio & reflective statement 	 	 25%	 	 	  

Missed Activity Policy  
You are required to submit assignments ON TIME. Late assignments receive –10% a day. Make sure you 
check Canvas regularly for outlines and due dates. 
   
Policy on the use of Artificial Intelligence  
The use of generative Artificial Intelligence tools, including ChatGPT and other similar tools, to complete 
or support the completion of any form of assignment or assessment in this course is not allowed and 
would be considered academic misconduct. The assignments in this course should be completed in your 
own words, after reflection, and the application of your critical thinking skills. Word choice is important 
in relating to your intended meaning, and your work must be comprehensible. 

Letter Grade Definitions 

Extraordinary work (A+: 97-100%) is of outstanding artistic achievement, combining a finely discerning 
aesthetic judgement with exceptional emotional sensitivity and intellectual brilliance. Extraordinary 
work moves the audience into fresh conceptual, emotional, and sensory experiences. Extraordinary 
work exceeds all requirements of the assignments and enters a significant voice into contemporary 
artistic discourse. Extraordinary work is always presented in the most polished, professional manner 
according to its own guiding principles.  

Excellent work (A+ 96-90% A: 85-89%;) are exhibit ready works of art that reflect a professional level of 
attention to detail and presentation. Excellent work demonstrates sophisticated aesthetic judgment. It 
surprises, delights, challenges, and expands the audience’s experience. Excellent work may be 
intellectually and/or emotionally moving and may expand on the course of content. Excellent work is 
original and new and meets all requirements of the assignment. Excellent work makes no mistakes of 
formatting or presentation.  

Good work (A-: 80-84% B+: 76-79%; B: 72-75%;) demonstrates a strong engagement with the course 
content, real care and attention to detail and presentation, and strong aesthetic judgment. This work 
may be verging on being exhibit-ready works of art but have not yet achieved the shimmer of full 
realization. This work may be pleasing, entertaining, or beautiful but inconsistent. This work meets all 
requirements of the assignment. 

Satisfactory work (B-: 68-71% C+: 64-67%; C: 60-63%) meets the basic requirement of the assignment. 
Satisfactory work demonstrates moderate engagement with course content and themes. This work 
does not yet meet the standards for exhibition and may include inconsistencies and errors. Satisfactory 
work may also be inconsistent with format and presentation.  



Unsatisfactory work (C- 55-59% D: 50-54%) does not meet all the requirements of the assignment. 
Unsatisfactory work may show only a cursory or shallow engagement with course content. This work 
may be marred by numerous inconsistencies and errors. Unsatisfactory work may be late.  

Unacceptable work (F: 0-59%) does not meet the requirements of the assignment. Unacceptable work 
may be plagiarized or excessively late. Unacceptable work may demonstrate no meaningful 
engagement with the course of material or themes. This work may include major and numerous 
inconsistencies and errors. Unacceptable work may have major formatting or presentation problems. 

  
Academic Integrity  
The academic enterprise is founded on honesty, civility, and integrity. As members of this enterprise, all 
students are expected to know, understand, and follow the codes of conduct regarding academic 
integrity. At the most basic level, this means submitting only original work done by you and 
acknowledging all sources of information or ideas and attributing them to others as required. This also 
means you should not cheat, copy, or mislead others about what is your work. Violations of academic 
integrity (i.e., misconduct) lead to the breakdown of the academic enterprise, and therefore serious 
consequences arise and harsh sanctions are imposed. For example, incidences of plagiarism or cheating 
may result in a mark of zero on the assignment or exam and more serious consequences may apply if the 
matter is referred to the President’s Advisory Committee on Student Discipline. Careful records are kept 
in order to monitor and prevent recurrences.  
A more detailed description of academic integrity, including the University’s policies and procedures, 
may be found in the Academic Calendar here and on the FCCS site here: https://fccs.ok.ubc.ca/
studentresources/academic-integrity/  
  
Indigenous Programs and Services  
The primary goal of the Indigenous Programs and Services is to provide culturally appropriate services 
and support to First Nation, Metis and Inuit students. Please contact us if you have any questions or 
inquiries. Web: https://students.ok.ubc.ca/indigenous-students/  
  
The Global Engagement Office   
The Global Engagement Office provides advising and resources to assist International students in 
navigating immigration, health insurance, and settlement matters, as well as opportunities for 
intercultural learning, and resources for Go Global experiences available to all UBC Okanagan students, 
and more. Come and see us – we are here to help! You may also contact geo.ubco@ubc.ca  
  
Health and Wellness   
Health and Wellness offers a range of student health and wellness services, including a health clinic, 
counsellors, and health promotion programs. Students are encouraged to stay at home if they have a 
minor or communicable illness (such as flu-like symptoms) to prevent further spread of illness to other 
students, staff, or faculty. If students are too ill to attend class, the student should contact the instructor 
immediately and submit a “Self Declaration of Absence Due to Illness or Injury” form: Student Declaration 
of Absence Due to Illness or Injury (PDF) For more information about missing class due to illness, please 
visit: https://students.ok.ubc.ca/health-wellness/student-health-clinic/missing-class-dueto-illness/   

Please note: Use of the self-declaration form during the final exam period is not accepted—students are 
advised to communicate directly with their instructor if they are sick and unable to write final  
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examinations. This declaration is not an exemption from any exams, papers, or projects that were 
missed during the time of absence and does not modify any academic obligations.  

For long-term or ongoing illness or injury requiring academic accommodations, contact the Disability 
Resource Centre.  

If students would like to access a UBC physician, nurse or counsellor, please call our office at 250 
8079270 or visit our website: https://students.ok.ubc.ca/health-wellness/   
  
The UBC Student Assistance Program (SAP) is a free, 24/7 wellness resource for students. Services 
include personal counselling, life coaching, group programs and more, based on your needs:  
https://students.ok.ubc.ca/health-wellness/student-assistance-program/    
  
Here2Talk   
Here2Talk is a free, immediate, 24/7 tele-counselling service that was custom developed for BC’s 
postsecondary students.  Students can reach out as often as needed, anytime, from anywhere in the 
world, any day of the week. Canada-wide toll free: 1 877 857 3397   
Canada-wide direct: 604 642 5212  www.here2talk.ca 	   
  
Student Counselling Services   
Student Counselling Services is an on-campus service that offers confidential appointments for UBCO 
students, Monday - Friday.   
Call to book an appointment: 250 807 9270  students.ok.ubc.ca/counselling  
  
Student Learning Hub  
The Student Learning Hub is your go-to resource for free math, science, writing, and language learning 
support. The Hub welcomes undergraduate students from all disciplines and year levels to access a range 
of supports that include tutoring in math, sciences, languages, and writing, as well as help with study 
skills and learning strategies. Students are encouraged to visit often and early to build the skills, 
strategies and behaviors that are essential to being a confident and independent learner. For more 
information, please visit the Hub’s website.  
LIB 237 250.807.8491  
Email: learning.hub@ubc.ca  
Web: https://students.ok.ubc.ca/academic-success/learning-hub/   
  
Academic Integrity Matters (AIM) Program  
AIM is a program that provides help with academic integrity (AI) issues for undergraduate and graduate 
students. Please contact the Student Learning Hub and ask specifically for an AIM appointment.   
  
Library Information  
The Library is available for research support and can be accessed here.   
  
UBC Okanagan Disability Resource Centre   
The DRC facilitates disability-related accommodations and programming initiatives to remove barriers for 
students with disabilities and ongoing medical conditions. If you require academic accommodations to 
achieve the objectives of a course please contact the DRC at:  
UNC 215  	 250.807.8053  
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Email: drc.questions@ubc.ca   
Web: https://students.ok.ubc.ca/academic-success/disability-resources/   
  
UBC Okanagan Equity and Inclusion Office   
Through leadership, vision, and collaborative action, the Equity & Inclusion Office (EIO) develops action 
strategies in support of efforts to embed equity and inclusion in the daily operations across the campus. 
The EIO provides education and training from cultivating respectful, inclusive spaces and communities to 
understanding unconscious/implicit bias and its operation within in campus environments. UBC Policy 3 
prohibits discrimination and harassment on the basis of BC’s Human Rights Code. If you require assistance 
related to an issue of equity, educational programs, discrimination or harassment please contact the EIO 
(UNC 325H).  
Email: equity.ubco@ubc.ca  
Web: www.equity.ok.ubc.ca   
  
  
Office of the Ombudperson  
The Office of the Ombudsperson for Students is an independent, confidential and impartial resource to 
ensure students are treated fairly. The Ombuds Office helps students navigate campus-related fairness 
concerns. They work with UBC community members individually and at the systemic level to ensure 
students are treated fairly and can learn, work and live in a fair, equitable and respectful environment. 
Ombuds helps students gain clarity on UBC policies and procedures, explore options, identify next steps, 
recommend resources, plan strategies and receive objective feedback to promote constructive problem 
solving. If you require assistance, please feel free to reach out for more information or to arrange an 
appointment.  
UNC 328 	 250.807.9818  
Email: ombuds.office.ok@ubc.ca    
Web: www.ombudsoffice.ubc.ca   
  
  
FCCS Communications Portal  
Consider signing up for our FCCS Communications portal for students in our undergraduate and graduate 
programs in Canvas.   
This one-stop space will be used to keep students informed and up to date with important information 
related to your academic matters as well as updated on FCCS and campus events. Self enrol: https://
canvas.ubc.ca/enroll/3KBYFY  
  

SAFEWALK   

Don't want to walk alone at night?  Not too sure how to get somewhere on campus?  Call Safewalk at  
250.807.8076. For more information, visit: http://security.ok.ubc.ca/welcome.html   
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